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Upcoming Calendar 
To view the full program calendar of events, click here.        
 
  
December 3     Challah Making for Adults: sold out! 
December 5     Friday Evening Services, Popcorn & Bourbon 
December 6     Tot Shabbat 
December 14   Annual Hanukkah Bash 
December 16   Community Candle Lighting in the Park 
December 18   JCP YOUth: Middle School Doughnut Night 
January 9         Friday Night Lights 
January 10       JCP YOUth: Middle School Rock Climbing 
January 11       JCP YOUth: K-2 Bowling at Chelsea Piers 
January 11       JCP YOUth: 3-5 Bowling at Chelsea Piers 
 
 
 

 

God in Your Face 
A Note from Rabbi Jason 

Dear Friends, 
  
Family is complicated.  Children become parents yet remain their own parents' 
children.  Close relatives can be estranged from one another because of 
misunderstandings or because of really problematic behavior.  Sometimes, family is 
taken for granted in a way that makes us feel comfortable, affirmed, connected.  And 
sometimes, family is taken for granted in a way that triggers anger and resentment.  I 
have little doubt that in the wake of Thanksgiving weekend, each of us will be exposed to 
some complications of family dynamics, either within our own family, or through the 
stories of friends who return from challenging weekend experiences. 

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bRLWhmlnF2MWY-fjov6ry7Kpn3UitXl5FKXNtVkXm_ngBejIKVHv1QLnXTzafiEJgeIil4y4EOn_AbJiYQqtspg6B-rsq-9HMopX2vlf1zbgxKrAIVp2qrPEZRorCgqIf7ppZdfV6W66MlBjxmgCTMtaALg_sOl8EuJHWkJWmfRwL2a-CzciwH42BzKSr3pB&c=ceRLShmTwqbEhZLCLS2u5ijI6HoWTZ57cluZy_V-tXkUMY7kOHd7YA==&ch=yUhj_Fs_WMtPDquW0SUmSTH9UpIRZSmZC9ZvHlCLGy9IXGDzQ-vbow==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bRLWhmlnF2MWY-fjov6ry7Kpn3UitXl5FKXNtVkXm_ngBejIKVHv1SYgu5b1Ynp7BAfqfgkOfigoYlf-u_RdPrNN7cM3vXKCw1r4GP9V6pwy_14SlgNHr_n7nRQr7DupS98IQnWbsC_bz-GYaEmriv83KMqzKcaAnWuw1c8I_nNPuix25DoBdNKQrIv-UfjoZUY7HHMmy1-qh3M1MPYRlg==&c=ceRLShmTwqbEhZLCLS2u5ijI6HoWTZ57cluZy_V-tXkUMY7kOHd7YA==&ch=yUhj_Fs_WMtPDquW0SUmSTH9UpIRZSmZC9ZvHlCLGy9IXGDzQ-vbow==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bRLWhmlnF2MWY-fjov6ry7Kpn3UitXl5FKXNtVkXm_ngBejIKVHv1bWSaTU6H8eVbL_koSlVtHt-V0N3Ibm7tZeSzpT5yru9sXBC49V_0NYYniHp9GgpDKdVpBViidxpsA4aD4ArxOIqQ6z_KrHE8uQANUWAe7PcbRO8fKFIrJfO3FwDzOHXaW-5xSLmwWywOMmZMptoBLt_4q1SSRpAE_wFT3U8WA1h&c=ceRLShmTwqbEhZLCLS2u5ijI6HoWTZ57cluZy_V-tXkUMY7kOHd7YA==&ch=yUhj_Fs_WMtPDquW0SUmSTH9UpIRZSmZC9ZvHlCLGy9IXGDzQ-vbow==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bRLWhmlnF2MWY-fjov6ry7Kpn3UitXl5FKXNtVkXm_ngBejIKVHv1aOmThV6oow0w9cQAwfio59S3QvtQYbW7ot-9S-aqBvBu0xawP_sAmZY-hBrS_ReSToPQDTFt8YpWM8y_ikJXzcZT66bGLWfhBWzJGizQQTKE1aRFNfIgA_jQgxNf9z9c5qmUcGeZD7UoTQxukszkus=&c=ceRLShmTwqbEhZLCLS2u5ijI6HoWTZ57cluZy_V-tXkUMY7kOHd7YA==&ch=yUhj_Fs_WMtPDquW0SUmSTH9UpIRZSmZC9ZvHlCLGy9IXGDzQ-vbow==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bRLWhmlnF2MWY-fjov6ry7Kpn3UitXl5FKXNtVkXm_ngBejIKVHv1YrlvvRVPqlOmGH_KwypXV0kx79cYN_ULo1qt--D6xwN0lW_uKf71mllmnjZLxHkf431LkCtzSv_-a6ZvrNbqLMjTZcCLEzf_bX4UrhcG7R13K8sp9Q_xGFDKgqqINs_aM74y9a-2ZUejXLTLaNO1zcsv7o9cu6uKQ==&c=ceRLShmTwqbEhZLCLS2u5ijI6HoWTZ57cluZy_V-tXkUMY7kOHd7YA==&ch=yUhj_Fs_WMtPDquW0SUmSTH9UpIRZSmZC9ZvHlCLGy9IXGDzQ-vbow==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bRLWhmlnF2MWY-fjov6ry7Kpn3UitXl5FKXNtVkXm_ngBejIKVHv1cMU3f1DArmru4Z-RAJM_-jYH4HzxGXwK-yFQxE_Lcjs6q8e3DdQM7gjxcamNDXCN6exu3BnndLAvhjeBmYH-Fpewyv2VODp8yafky4aNpx79nXM_1E7eyrGUHf4l85iSNpKZMRebrzsk_fQq8R-JqLsJ_euVHm5smHx9CwgUSIrkGKluXKCMSs=&c=ceRLShmTwqbEhZLCLS2u5ijI6HoWTZ57cluZy_V-tXkUMY7kOHd7YA==&ch=yUhj_Fs_WMtPDquW0SUmSTH9UpIRZSmZC9ZvHlCLGy9IXGDzQ-vbow==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bRLWhmlnF2MWY-fjov6ry7Kpn3UitXl5FKXNtVkXm_ngBejIKVHv1bTmpDXaqpwrpi5RK1oh_a5m9iyCNYF9EXk9mwisZ61Zu1ustaZAVdzn9cHBLxS2mN8KTnYSdedaESEhOd5kk2WeShfD4FY_v-1JVxouoWJgWpAMnVgPTs1HAE3q6B46Pg==&c=ceRLShmTwqbEhZLCLS2u5ijI6HoWTZ57cluZy_V-tXkUMY7kOHd7YA==&ch=yUhj_Fs_WMtPDquW0SUmSTH9UpIRZSmZC9ZvHlCLGy9IXGDzQ-vbow==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bRLWhmlnF2MWY-fjov6ry7Kpn3UitXl5FKXNtVkXm_ngBejIKVHv1brt58ZyCWl44Cwmn52ROpVmdPsb4YlYuaXIjZ2AKJ1qN1uEfGQDymf8IiQ9gXuwp7GbiPPLi0WfSfByZb1gf2Rha6NVpQhy29s2lLfReIG3gCRSJXZBsbwIQBvwgjD3BJp37RgXtImK&c=ceRLShmTwqbEhZLCLS2u5ijI6HoWTZ57cluZy_V-tXkUMY7kOHd7YA==&ch=yUhj_Fs_WMtPDquW0SUmSTH9UpIRZSmZC9ZvHlCLGy9IXGDzQ-vbow==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bRLWhmlnF2MWY-fjov6ry7Kpn3UitXl5FKXNtVkXm_ngBejIKVHv1bTmpDXaqpwrpi5RK1oh_a5m9iyCNYF9EXk9mwisZ61Zu1ustaZAVdzn9cHBLxS2mN8KTnYSdedaESEhOd5kk2WeShfD4FY_v-1JVxouoWJgWpAMnVgPTs1HAE3q6B46Pg==&c=ceRLShmTwqbEhZLCLS2u5ijI6HoWTZ57cluZy_V-tXkUMY7kOHd7YA==&ch=yUhj_Fs_WMtPDquW0SUmSTH9UpIRZSmZC9ZvHlCLGy9IXGDzQ-vbow==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bRLWhmlnF2MWY-fjov6ry7Kpn3UitXl5FKXNtVkXm_ngBejIKVHv1XqW62BTMxLQ1Ihm93T0u_yreIiT4VqZcmq9gw2HIR0clh4ld9O_E9UWr_-x_Ptq-MJ8r4C9ZBY-03trj2g6Qhfl1CdznL6YjHFhvvyRs_w4AwvH9sQCf93oQ3_T2V5xHg==&c=ceRLShmTwqbEhZLCLS2u5ijI6HoWTZ57cluZy_V-tXkUMY7kOHd7YA==&ch=yUhj_Fs_WMtPDquW0SUmSTH9UpIRZSmZC9ZvHlCLGy9IXGDzQ-vbow==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bRLWhmlnF2MWY-fjov6ry7Kpn3UitXl5FKXNtVkXm_ngBejIKVHv1XqW62BTMxLQIyg3wF6qujDU1jinOIZvljQfCqFzT2N3oKe1Fl-n0NyzGBjfkSfxpKl94Tm3sEBUYMrchMLHkwJF4ZWAbJyBolsIP7V1Irx3kjCcPkSNC4mzJNg9W7-rZQ==&c=ceRLShmTwqbEhZLCLS2u5ijI6HoWTZ57cluZy_V-tXkUMY7kOHd7YA==&ch=yUhj_Fs_WMtPDquW0SUmSTH9UpIRZSmZC9ZvHlCLGy9IXGDzQ-vbow==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bRLWhmlnF2MWY-fjov6ry7Kpn3UitXl5FKXNtVkXm_ngBejIKVHv1YrlvvRVPqlOmGH_KwypXV0kx79cYN_ULo1qt--D6xwN0lW_uKf71mllmnjZLxHkf431LkCtzSv_-a6ZvrNbqLMjTZcCLEzf_bX4UrhcG7R13K8sp9Q_xGFDKgqqINs_aM74y9a-2ZUejXLTLaNO1zcsv7o9cu6uKQ==&c=ceRLShmTwqbEhZLCLS2u5ijI6HoWTZ57cluZy_V-tXkUMY7kOHd7YA==&ch=yUhj_Fs_WMtPDquW0SUmSTH9UpIRZSmZC9ZvHlCLGy9IXGDzQ-vbow==


 
This week's Torah portion, Vayishlach, begins as Jacob 
prepares himself to see his brother Esau, whom he has not 
seen since they were younger men and Jacob absconded with 
their father's blessing.  Now they come to meet one another in 
very different circumstances; Jacob arrives with nearly a 
dozen children and their collective four mothers, and Esau 
arrives with an army of 400 men.  Jacob adopts a 
defensive posture for his family, splitting everyone into groups 
so that at least one group could escape in case of 
trouble.  Meanwhile, he remains alone, "and a man wrestled 
with him until the break of dawn."  It seems, however, that this 
"man" is not just any man.  Jacob will not let him go until the man agrees to bless him, 
and the man blesses Jacob with a new name, Yisrael--Israel, a name that the text 
loosely interprets as "one who struggles with God." 
  
The reunion between the brothers is emotional: hugs and tears.  Jacob tells his brother 
Esau that to look upon him is "like seeing the face of God."  What a powerful thing to say 
to your closest relative--your twin brother--with whom you have not spoken for years. 
  
It remains unclear exactly who the "man," or the seemingly Divine being, was the night 
before.  Was it an angel?  Jacob's alter-ego?  His own fears incarnate?  Perhaps the text 
allows us to interpret freely, as it links the idea of struggle to the encounter with the 
Divine. While it can be wonderful to have easy experiences in life, sometimes it is the 
challenges we face that remind us that we are really human.  In a way, it may be that the 
times that we struggle the most can lead us to the times we feel most connected--to 
family, friends, and community. 

  
Warmly,  

 
 
Rabbi Jason Klein 
Director, Center for Jewish Life  
rabbijason@jcpdowntown.org 
646-527-7355 x110  

 

Sign Up to Volunteer for a Shift at the Hanukkah Bash! 

The Hanukkah Bash on December 14 is just 2 weeks away, and we need your help by 
volunteering for a shift! The first shift is from 11:00 AM to 12:15 PM and the second shift 
is from 12:15 PM to 1:30 PM.  
 
Please sign up either by emailing allison@jcpdowntown.org with your time preference, 
or by signing yourself up on this Google doc signup sheet. 
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Featured Photo 
  

A modern Menorah of jam jars from 
our  2013 Community Candle Lighting!  

 
Join us this year for our  

Community Candle Lighting in the 
Park  

at Washington Market Park on  
Tuesday, December 16! 

Featured Event 

JCP Hanukkah Bash 
Sunday, December 14 

11:00 AM - 1:30 PM 
 

Celebrate the magic of Hanukkah 
onSunday, December 14. Make your own 
Hanukkah candles, watch a magic show, 

eat latkes and jelly doughnuts! 
 

 

Stay Connected. 

             

146 Duane Street, New York, NY 10013· 212-334-3522 
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